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The Master Class will be a 15 minutes of informal sharing followed by
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Professor

Dana Polan

Dreams of Flight:
The Great Escape in American Film and Culture

BOOK TALK

Abstract : Caught on film, the iconic

jump of Virgil Hilts (Steve McQueen)

leaping over an imposing barbed wire

fence on a stolen chopper in The Great

Escape (1963) has become the

unforgettable symbol of a disaffected

1960s America.

In my presentation, | bring the film into

conversation with cultural and intellectual hist

ory of the times. | examine the

film's production history, including prior

adaptations of celebrated author Biography : Dana Polan is a professor of
Paul Brickhill’s original nonfiction Cinema Studies in the Tisch School
book about the escape, and compare of the Arts at New York University.

5 RESHINA He is the author of 10 books in film
the cinematic fiction to the real events of the and media studies and of approximately

escape in 1944. 200 essays, reviews, and review-essa
1.7 He is a former president of the Society
3 March 2022 (HK date). @ March 2022 (US date) | for Cinema Studies, the primary
9:30am (HKT) professional organization for the field,
(Pacific time US) and former editor of its publication,
(Mountain time US) Cinema ./m‘/rn.;( He has been knighte
¢ by the Ministry of Culture of the Fr
{Central time L) government for contributions to
(Eastern time Us) cross-cultural exchange. In 2002,
£0am IR 2 he was selected as one of the two
enquiries 25 Nkbu.edu.hk Academy Scholars for that year by
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences.
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A Series of Talks to celebrate the launch of “Global Storytelling: Journal of Digital and Moving Images™
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20:00pm (Central Time US)
21:00pm (Eastern Time US)
Zoom 1D :

975 8710 2747

ABSTRAC
“This book traces the creation, prescrvation
and clision of memorics about China'
ckoning with both its utopian
and  its i
reverberations. Its memorial
include blood writing and police file
from crstwhile revolutic who were
revolutionized, photography of the Great
Leap Fo and documentary films
from the Cultural Revolution, as well as
socialist factory nd red memorial
collections  that  testify o Chinese
Revolution's unrealized ~ dreams  and
unmourned ghosts.
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Discussant
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Professor

is John L. Loeb Associate Professor of
Humanitie 3

she is the author of ¢ :

e Life and co-editor of Red

3 terlives of the Communist

Revolution. She is now finishing a new book

entitled Cinematic Guerrillas: Maoist Propaganda as
Spirit Mediumship.
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